
What’s New @ National-Academies.org
is a weekly e-mail digest we send to

more than 5,500 subscribers. The digest
highlights material generated by the news
office and other parts of the Academies. We
write it for a general, science-interested
public.

Interactive audio webcasts feature
discussion topics such as intellectual

property rights, working conditions for
postdoctoral researchers, mammography
safety and efficacy, and counterterrorism.

During each webcast, participants listen
to streaming audio and send questions or
comments to presenters using an e-mail
form.

Audiences include university students
and faculty, journalists, industry
researchers and government officials from
the United States and abroad. During 2001,
we produced 30 webcasts with a total of
6,224 participants.

Web Extra stories provide accessible
summaries of National Academies

reports using clear, jargon-free language
and visuals such as charts, graphs, maps
and photos. Interactive features such as
quizzes and opinion polls draw people into
the subject matter. More than 140,000
people have viewed Web Extra pages.
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The World Wide Web is
our primary vehicle for

directly reaching consumer
audiences at the National
Academies. A key principle
that guides how we manage
our Web presence is that our
site should be a bridge and
not a barrier to public
communication.
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TTTTThe National Academies comprise
the National Academy of Sciences,

National Academy of Engineering,
Institute of Medicine and National
Research Council.  We are private,
nonprofit institutions that provide
science, technology and health policy
advice under a congressional charter.

The mailing reaches a weekly “opt-in”
audience of demonstrated breadth and
depth, which continues to grow at a regular
rate.  Current subscribers represent nearly
200 federal and state government officials
or agencies and more than 70 foreign
countries, among other groups.


